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anyo tner great schemes for the production of material wealth,
or for social improvement, might, with these squandered riches,
be carried out.

As it is, crowds of sensual and dissolute Brahmans are
maintained in idleness, their intellectual and manual labour
is lost to the community, and they are encouraged to continue
to regard themselves as quite a different species of men from
the wretched, down-trodden, low caste population. The
latter contribute their little share to the general revenue
and productiveness of the country, but receive absolutely
nothing in return; not even the privilege of free access to
the courts of justice. Ignorance and superstition are privi-
leged, endowed, and perpetuated in the country so long as
this system continues in operation. Immorality, peculation,
and the separation and rivalry of class interests, find every-
where abundant scope; and a mighty obstruction to the
progress of truth and right is thus established. Whatever
may be the various and opposing views entertained of " dis-
establishment and disendowment" at home, all must agree
that some such operation is urgently required in Travancore,
and eminently deserves to be carried out in its most stringent
form and to. the fullest extent.

In addition to the special ceremonies occurring at occasional
intervals, to which we have already referred, periodic festivals
(rarely fasts) are observed at least once a year in connection
with almost every temple, and are regarded as an essential
_part of Hindu worship j much merit being attributed to their
bountiful and punctual celebration. Many of these are of
merely local interest j every temple, in feet, has its anniversary
celebration, while others are of national importance.

The religious festivals of India are closely connected with
the systems of astronomy and chronology by which their
periods are determined. But, as most of them are reckoned
"by lunar time (like our Easter), they generally fall at dif-